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Abstract: This article critically examines Tamim Ansary’s Destiny Disrupted: A 

History of the World Through Islamic Eyes (2009), a book that reinterprets world history from 

the perspective of Islamic civilization. The analysis highlights its challenge to Eurocentric 

historiography, its emphasis on the Golden Age of Islam, its treatment of colonial encounters, 

and its pedagogical value. While its accessibility makes it effective for education, its 

simplifications and binary framing are also noted. The article concludes that Destiny 

Disrupted should be read as a cultural intervention that broadens global historiography and 

fosters intercultural dialogue. 
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History has often been written through Eurocentric lenses, portraying the West as the 

universal standard of human progress. This narrative marginalizes the contributions of other 

civilizations, including Islam. Tamim Ansary’s Destiny Disrupted provides a corrective by 

narrating world history from Islamic perspectives. His metaphor of “civilizational streams” 

presents history as multiple trajectories intersecting, diverging, and shaping one another. 

Ansary’s first major contribution is his explicit challenge to Eurocentrism. For 

centuries, world history textbooks have been constructed as a linear story culminating in 

Western modernity [1]. This perspective distorts the complexity of human experience. Ansary 

disrupts this linearity by presenting Islam as a parallel stream, giving agency to a civilization 

long marginalized. In my view, this intervention is crucial because it restores balance and 

allows readers to imagine history as plural rather than singular. 

The narrative emphasizes the formative role of Islamic civilization. By beginning with 

the life of the Prophet Muhammad and the rise of the Caliphate, Ansary underscores Islam’s 

independent trajectory [2]. His approach contrasts with Eurocentric narratives that treat 

Islamic history as secondary. I believe this framing is important because it places Muslim 

societies at the center of their own story rather than as appendages of the West. 

A central focus of the book is the Golden Age of Islam, particularly during the Abbasid 

Caliphate. Ansary describes how Muslim scholars made groundbreaking contributions to 

science, medicine, and philosophy [3]. These achievements influenced Europe and beyond. 

My interpretation is that such emphasis challenges stereotypes of stagnation and shows that 
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global knowledge is collective. It also highlights the role of intellectual exchange between 

civilizations. 

The Mongol invasions and later disruptions are depicted as transformative moments in 

Islamic history [4]. Ansary frames these events not just as decline but as shifts that forced 

adaptation. I find this approach valuable because it avoids romanticizing the past and 

recognizes resilience in Muslim societies. It also illustrates how external shocks shape 

civilizational currents without erasing them. 

Colonialism receives particular attention in Destiny Disrupted. Ansary argues that 

European imperialism created ruptures that destabilized Muslim societies [5]. He links 

modern identity crises to this colonial disruption. Personally, I think this framing is accurate, 

as colonialism left deep scars. Yet it is also important to remember that internal dynamics 

contributed to historical change alongside foreign domination. 

In his discussion of the modern era, Ansary explains how secularism, nationalism, and 

fundamentalism emerged as responses to colonial encounters [6]. These movements represent 

attempts to reconcile Islamic tradition with global modernity. I believe this analysis is 

convincing, as it situates contemporary struggles in historical processes. It also prevents us 

from viewing modern conflicts as isolated or ahistorical. 

Ansary’s accessible style is one of the book’s strengths. Unlike academic texts filled 

with jargon, Destiny Disrupted engages general readers [7]. This accessibility makes it a 

powerful pedagogical tool. From my perspective, this quality is essential in a world where 

history education must reach diverse audiences. However, accessibility sometimes sacrifices 

depth, and this should be addressed through supplementary academic readings. 

The book is widely used in educational settings, from universities to high schools, as 

an introduction to Islamic history [8]. It stimulates intercultural dialogue and encourages 

students to think critically about world history. In my opinion, this pedagogical impact is 

perhaps its greatest contribution. It goes beyond information delivery to foster empathy and 

cross-cultural understanding. 

Still, critics argue that the work risks oversimplification by treating the Islamic world 

as a unified whole [9]. Regional diversity and internal debates often disappear in Ansary’s 

broad narrative. I agree with this critique because global history should embrace diversity 

within civilizations. Yet, I also think that simplification is sometimes necessary for reaching 

wider audiences. 

Finally, the book’s framing of history as two streams - Islamic and Western - has been 

both praised and criticized [10]. While the metaphor is powerful, it may exaggerate 

separateness. My view is that this binary should be treated as a teaching tool rather than an 

absolute division. It helps beginners conceptualize history but must be complicated with 

further study. 

Tamim Ansary’s Destiny Disrupted reshapes how we view global history. By 

presenting Islamic civilization as an autonomous and influential stream, it challenges 

Eurocentric dominance and expands historical imagination. Its accessible style, emphasis on 

Islamic achievements, and analysis of colonial disruption make it valuable in education and 

intercultural dialogue. At the same time, its simplifications and binary framing reveal 

limitations. Ultimately, the book should be read as a cultural intervention that encourages 

readers to reimagine world history as a mosaic of interconnected civilizations. 
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Abstract: This paper appraises the performances of IELTS candidates in Uzbekistan 

from 2020 to 2024 in order to investigate the rise of proficiency in the English language 

among Uzbek students. Data was collected from reliable and authentic sources of 

organisational websites. Analysis of data showed a proven development in language 

development among Uzbek students. Increased teaching facilities, government support, and 

people’s awareness of the IELTS test and its importance. The number of students who took 

the IELTS test and their performance in individual band scores ranged from 5.5 to 9.0. It could 

be more productive and beneficial if the authorities made the best use of this rising trend. 

Successful candidates who have scored above 8.0 are the best teacher resource not only in the 

country but also in the whole world. 
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Introduction: Crystal (2003) defined Global language as the language that is 

recognised by people from around the world. There are two ways for a language to be 

determined as a global language; the first is that a country takes English to use within the 

nation as an Official Language, secondly, a language can be made a priority in a country’s 


