
 

74 
 

challenges identified – technological barriers, uneven levels of digital literacy, and potential 

superficiality of creative outputs – must be addressed. Educators should provide scaffolding, 

training, and clear assessment rubrics to ensure that creativity complements, rather than 

replaces, academic rigor. 

Conclusion. This study demonstrates that creative approaches significantly enhance the 

effectiveness of independent study in the context of distance foreign language learning. By 

fostering motivation, autonomy, critical thinking, and intercultural awareness, creativity 

transforms independent work into a dynamic and meaningful process. While challenges 

remain in terms of technological access and pedagogical design, the benefits outweigh the 

limitations, offering practical recommendations for educators. The integration of creative 

approaches should be seen as a strategic necessity rather than an experimental addition to 

distance language education. Future research may expand on empirical testing of specific 

creative methods and explore how they can be adapted to diverse cultural and technological 

contexts. 
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Abstract. The rise of social media has profoundly reshaped the English language, 

accelerating vocabulary change and promoting the creation of neologisms, slang, and 

multimodal expressions. Platforms such as Twitter, TikTok, and Instagram have become 

linguistic laboratories where new terms emerge, spread rapidly, and sometimes enter 

mainstream usage. This article investigates how social media influences the evolution of 

English vocabulary, examining the processes of word formation, borrowing, semantic shift, 

and pragmatic adaptation. The results demonstrate that social media not only contributes to 

linguistic creativity but also transforms patterns of communication, reflecting broader cultural 

and technological trends. 

Keywords: social media, English vocabulary, neologisms, digital communication, 

language change 

Introduction. Language is a dynamic system, constantly adapting to the changing 

needs of its speakers. In the digital era, social media platforms have emerged as powerful 

agents of linguistic innovation, influencing vocabulary more rapidly than any previous 

medium. Unlike traditional print or broadcast media, social media operates through user-

generated content, enabling millions of individuals to coin, modify, and popularize new terms 

in real time. 

The influence of social media on English vocabulary is particularly evident in the 

proliferation of abbreviations, hashtags, emojis, and hybrid forms that combine verbal and 

visual elements. These innovations not only enrich the expressive potential of English but 

also challenge conventional norms of spelling, grammar, and semantic stability. This article 

explores the mechanisms through which social media drives lexical change, illustrating how 

online communication has become both a mirror and a catalyst of contemporary culture. 

Literature Review. The relationship between technology and language change has 

long attracted scholarly interest. Crystal (2001) argued that the internet would foster new 

forms of English, giving rise to what he termed “Netspeak.” Danesi (2016) extended this view, 

describing digital communication as a semiotic system that integrates words, symbols, and 

images. 

Recent studies specifically address the role of social media. Zappavigna (2012) 

highlights hashtags as new discursive resources that create searchable connections and 

communities. Tagg (2015) examines the creativity of abbreviations and emoticons in text-

based interaction. Meanwhile, Androutsopoulos (2014) emphasizes the sociolinguistic 

dimension, arguing that social media practices reflect identity construction and group 

belonging. 

Neologisms originating from social media have attracted lexicographic attention. 

McCulloch (2019) illustrates how words like selfie, unfriend, or hashtag migrated from online 

slang into standard dictionaries. The Oxford English Dictionary has repeatedly added such 

terms, acknowledging the role of digital platforms in shaping vocabulary. 

Collectively, the literature confirms that social media accelerates lexical innovation, 

alters communicative norms, and serves as a major force in the evolution of English. 

Methodology. This study employs qualitative analysis of lexical data drawn from social 

media platforms such as Twitter, TikTok, and Instagram. The data set consists of frequently 

trending neologisms documented in digital lexicons, online corpora, and linguistic blogs 

between 2015 and 2023. The research focuses on four processes: word formation (blends, 

acronyms, and affixation); borrowing and adaptation of foreign terms; semantic shift and 

recontextualization; pragmatic use of multimodal expressions (emojis, hashtags). The data 

were analyzed within the framework of sociolinguistics and cognitive linguistics, with 

attention to both linguistic structures and cultural meanings. 
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Results and Discussion. The findings indicate that social media influences English 

vocabulary through the following mechanisms: 

1. Word Formation and Creativity. Social media encourages rapid coinage of new words 

through blending and abbreviation. Examples include stan (from “stalker” + “fan”), FOMO 

(“fear of missing out”), and yeet (verb meaning “to throw with force” or used as an 

exclamation). These terms often spread virally, demonstrating collective linguistic creativity. 

2. Semantic Shift. Existing words frequently acquire new meanings online. For 

instance, cancel has developed the sense of socially rejecting a person or brand (cancel 

culture). Similarly, viral shifted from a medical term to describing rapid online popularity. 

3. Borrowing and Globalization. Social media facilitates cross-linguistic borrowing, as 

English adopts terms from other languages and vice versa. Words like kawaii (Japanese for 

“cute”) or hygge (Danish for “coziness”) circulate globally, while English-origin terms such 

as like, follow, and trend enter other languages. 

4. Multimodal Expressions. Hashtags, emojis, and GIFs serve as hybrid linguistic 

resources that complement or replace words. For instance, hashtags like 

#ThrowbackThursday or #YOLO function as discourse markers, while emojis provide 

affective and contextual cues that shape interpretation. 

5. Cultural and Identity Functions. Lexical innovations often signal group membership 

and identity. Slang terms such as simp or sus gain popularity within online subcultures (e.g., 

gaming communities) before spreading into mainstream discourse. These patterns highlight 

the role of vocabulary in digital identity construction. 

The overall discussion shows that social media has blurred the boundary between 

ephemeral slang and established vocabulary. While many online terms remain short-lived, 

others achieve permanence and reshape English lexicons. 

Conclusion. Social media has become a dominant force in the evolution of 

contemporary English vocabulary. It accelerates word formation, fosters semantic innovation, 

and promotes cross-linguistic exchange. Moreover, it transforms communication by 

introducing multimodal resources that combine verbal, visual, and symbolic elements. 

The cultural implications are equally significant, as new lexical items serve as markers 

of identity, creativity, and participation in global digital communities. However, the 

ephemeral nature of many neologisms raises challenges for lexicographers and educators, 

who must decide which terms to include in dictionaries and teaching materials. 

Ultimately, the study of social media and vocabulary evolution underscores the dynamic 

relationship between language, technology, and culture, reaffirming the adaptability of 

English in the digital age. 
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Annotation: In recent years, technology has become an essential tool in linguistic 

research, offering new methods for data collection, analysis, and interpretation. This article 

examines how digital tools such as corpora, computer-assisted language learning (CALL) 

systems, and artificial intelligence contribute to the advancement of linguistics. It explores 

the ways in which technologies like speech recognition, text mining, and natural language 

processing (NLP) enhance the study of phonetics, syntax, semantics, and discourse analysis. 

Furthermore, the paper discusses the advantages and challenges of integrating technology into 

linguistic research, emphasizing its role in promoting more accurate, efficient, and wide-

ranging investigations. The study concludes that technology not only supports traditional 

linguistic inquiry but also opens new directions for interdisciplinary research in the digital 

age. 
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Linguistics, as the scientific study of human language, has undergone a profound 

transformation with the rise of digital technology. What was once a field grounded in manual 

observation, transcription, and limited data analysis has now evolved into a science supported 

by powerful computational tools, large digital corpora, and advanced artificial intelligence 

systems. The growing relationship between technology and linguistics has redefined not only 

the way language is studied but also how it is taught, preserved, and applied in real-world 

contexts. Today, technology serves as both the instrument and the catalyst that expands the 

frontiers of linguistic research, enabling linguists to explore the structure, meaning, and social 

dimensions of language with unprecedented precision and scale. 

The historical connection between technology and linguistics dates back to the early 

days of computing, when scholars began to recognize the potential of machines to process 

language data. In the mid-twentieth century, the first computational experiments focused on 

automating translation and performing statistical analysis of text. Although these early 

systems were primitive by modern standards, they marked a turning point in linguistic 

research. The emergence of corpus linguistics in the 1980s and 1990s further revolutionized 

the discipline. With the creation of large digital text databases such as the British National 
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