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Abstract. This article will focus on one of the most serious issues in modern education:
the lack of affordable and accessible learning centers in rural areas. We will also explore
possible solutions such as online learning platforms and the growing culture of self-education,
which are transforming the way people learn around the world.
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Education is one of the most powerful tools for human progress. It builds knowledge,
shapes societies, and opens countless opportunities. However, many students, especially those
living in rural and low-income areas, face difficulties that limit their learning potential [2].
One of such challenges is the shortage of educational centers in rural regions. Many parents
prefer to send their children to public schools only, even though the quality of teaching might
be lower and opportunities for additional support are limited. This situation creates inequality
between students from urban and rural backgrounds.

According to UNESCO data, more than 258 million children and youth around the
world are still out of school, and the majority live in rural or low-income areas [ 1]. This
number shows that access remains one of the biggest global educational challenges. Without
proper learning centers and affordable education, these young people lose their chance to
build a better future.

Another reason behind this problem is the lack of qualified teachers willing to work in
distant areas. Many professionals prefer to stay in cities where they receive higher salaries
and better working conditions. As a result, rural schools often face a shortage of skilled
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teachers, which directly affects the quality of education students receive. The environment
becomes demotivating, and students lose interest in studying. Albert Einstein once said,
“Education is not the learning of facts, but the training of the mind to think.” Unfortunately,
this idea is often forgotten in many traditional classrooms. When access to innovative teaching
methods and qualified instructors is limited, education becomes routine rather than inspiring.

In recent years, technology has started to change this situation. One of the most effective
solutions to the problem of limited access to education is the development of online learning
platforms. These digital tools allow anyone, anywhere, to learn freely and independently [7 ].

Platforms such as Khan Academy, Ibrat Academy, and Ustoz Al have become great
examples of accessible education. They provide thousands of free lessons, videos, and
exercises on various subjects , from mathematics and science to languages and computer
programming. Students who cannot afford private tutors or centers can use these platforms to
study at their own pace.

For example, Khan Academy has reached over 145 million users worldwide [3]. Many
of them are students from developing countries who now have the opportunity to learn topics
that were once unavailable in their schools. Similarly, Ibrat Academy has become an excellent
local example, offering Uzbek-language educational content that is both free and
understandable [4]. Platforms like Ustoz Al even allow students to ask questions in their
native language and get explanations instantly, breaking the communication barrier that many
rural learners face [5].

Self-education, supported by such platforms, is another powerful solution. The idea is
simple: if opportunities do not reach you, you create them yourself. With access to the internet,
even a mobile phone can become a gateway to knowledge. Many successful individuals today
have learned new skills independently through online resources.

A motivational quote perfectly fits here: “If you lack opportunities to study, create them
yourself. Never give up, because learning is a door that opens many others.” This mindset
encourages students to take control of their learning journey rather than waiting for traditional
systems to catch up.

The positive effects of online and self-learning approaches are already visible. During
the COVID-19 pandemic, millions of students worldwide continued their studies through
online platforms. In Uzbekistan, thousands of students joined online English, math, and
programming courses. This experience showed that even with limited physical infrastructure,
education can continue effectively if technology is used wisely.

Moreover, online learning encourages the development of 21st-century skills such as
critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving. These are skills often missing in traditional
school systems that rely heavily on memorization. When students explore topics
independently, they learn to question, research, and apply knowledge in real life. However,
for these digital solutions to be truly effective, governments and organizations must also play
a role. Expanding internet coverage in rural areas, providing affordable devices, and training
teachers to integrate online tools into lessons are essential steps. Education should not be a
privilege; it must be a universal right.

In conclusion, while the modern educational process faces major challenges, especially
in rural regions, new technologies offer realistic solutions. The lack of educational centers
and high costs can be balanced by the use of online platforms and the promotion of self-
education. The future of learning depends on adaptability and determination. As long as
people continue to seek knowledge and innovate, no distance or lack of resources can stop
education from reaching every corner of the world.
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